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MEMORANDUM 
Academic Planning and Priorities Committee   

 
TO: James Mandigo, Chair, Senate 

FROM: Tracy Ryder Glass, Chair, Academic Planning and Priorities Committee 

CC:  Ian Affleck, Acting Dean, Faculty of Science 
Ben Vanderlei, Department Head, Mathematics and Statistics 

DATE: September 25, 2026 

RE: Program Review - Statistics 

 
The Statistics program within the Faculty of Science recently underwent a program review. The 
Academic Planning and Priorities Committee reviewed all of the documentation related to the program 
review and accepted them at its September 23, 2026 meeting and recommend to Senate for 
acceptance. 
 
The overview included priorities addressed in the action plan and include; priorities to address student 
success, benchmark curriculum against other institutions, integrate software and artificial intelligence 
into data analysis, strengthen collaboration with the agriculture and One Health sectors, improve 
course descriptions, advance Indigenization and school outreach, assess the future of minors and a 
possible smaller certificate, and explore a statistics consulting centre, while recognizing challenges 
related to program capacity, funding, and an ambitious implementation timeline. Discussions included 
the potential of creating a two-year post-baccalaureate credential that could extend or replace the 
current Data Analysis Certificate. While conversations around the admission requirements have not 
taken place, it was noted that they could be similar to the existing certificate. A two-year program could 
also provide opportunities for international students. Other discussions include the potential for the 
proposed credential to ladder into graduate studies or complement other degrees, such as economics 
and science.  
 
The APPC congratulated and thanked the program review committee for a great review. 
 
Suggested motion:  
THAT Senate accept the Statistics Program Review as presented. 
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