
Year Funding organization  Funding Project description 
2007 LEEF Govt of BC Regional 

Innovation Chair  
 $    2,250,000.00  Established in 2007, the Chair is focused on developing research business 

relationships between Canada and India. 1.25 million was raised through 
community fundraising. Matching funds from Govt. of BC 

2007 National Heritage Site “Cultural 
Recovery Program” Canadian 
Heritage 

$         35,000.00 National Historic Site  Gur Sikh Temple Cultural Recovery Program funding by 
Canadian Heritage to develop historic site programming 

2008 Ministry of Children and Family 
Development  

 $       100,000.00  Research on identifying presenting problems of Indo Canadian families in the 
Fraser Valley as related to services for family conflicts.  

2007/09 SSHRC ASU: Indo Canadian 
History Projects 

 $         25,000.00  Historical research conducted on the Right to Vote (1907-1947) and official 
records of legal discriminatory laws by Canadian governments,  

2008 BC 150 Heritage – Udaari: The 
Pioneer Story  

 $         10,000.00  Pioneer interviews of early settlers and the development of an Udaari exhibit 

2008 International Development 
Fund 

 $            4,500.00  Development of a Diaspora Studies Program curriculum at UFV 

2008 Scholar Travel Subsidy Grant 
(STSG) 

 $               500.00  Shastri grant to travel to India to develop MoU’s with Indian Universities 

2009 International Fund   $            5,000.00  Grant to develop relationships with Indian Universities in the development of 
Indo Canadian Studies 

2009 BC Child and Youth Health 
Research Network  

 $            4,500.00  Research to document child and youth services that are culturally responsive to 
Indo Canadian children and youth in the Fraser Valley 

2009 City of Abbotsford    $         10,000.00  Study on safety of Indo Canadian seniors in Abbotsford for the City of Abbotsford 
to develop services 

2010/11 Institutional Research 
Collaboration Dev. (IRCDG) 

 $            6,000.00  Student mobility project on: Janta Colony Demonstration Garden for improved 
Food Security and Nutrition in Chandigarh, India 

2010/13 Canadian Heritage  $         64,000.00  Development of the Sikh Heritage Museum at the National Historic Site Gur Sikh 
temple, Abbotsford, BC. 

2012/15 BC Ministry of Health   $         50,000.00  Family Health and Development South Asian Diaspora Fund established for 
student mobility and research at University of Mumbai  

2012/13 Shastri Indo Canadian Institute 
PDIG 

 $            7,000.00  Student mobility project to collect GPS coordinates of households living in socio-
economically depressed areas of Chandigarh 

2012/13 BCHDP Irvin K.Barber $            7,500.00 Online history: A Century of Struggle and Triumph; Experiencing Indo Canadian 
Pioneering History in British Columbia at Sikh Heritage Museum  

2013 Shastri Indo Canadian Institute   $         10,200.00  A study of community colleges in BC to inform India’s National Education Policy 
2013 Multiculturalism BC   $            2,500.00  The Turban in Canada: History in the Making - exhibit at the Sikh Heritage 

Museum  
2013 Internationalization Fund   $            3,000.00  Train the trainer project at SD College in India to assist with the development of 

community college model design.  



2014 Royal BC Museum   $            8,870.00  Research Project: Sawmill industry interviews on Vancouver Island.  
2015 Damesh Punjabi School   $            2,000.00  Curriculum evaluation of the Punjabi Studies Program K-12. 
2015 Veteran’s Affairs   $            2,500.00  World War 1 exhibit at the Sikh Heritage Museum – Canadian Sikhs in WW1: The 

Forgotten Story  
2015 Visiting Scholar Fund   $            3,500.00  Funding from International to host Dr. Nilufer Bharucha from University of 

Mumbai for lectures and classroom visits.  
2016/17 Canadian Heritage Canada 150 

2016/17 
 $         72,000.00  The SASI curated and installed an exhibit focusing on the Indo Canadian struggle 

to regain the right to vote between 1907 and 1947.  
Further research was conducted for the commemorative panels in 
French/English/Punjabi that record key milestones in Indo Canadian history over 
the past 100 years and attached to the outside perimeter fence at the Sikh 
Heritage Museum.   

2015 Royal BC Museum   $            7,800.00  
 

2017 BC Museums Association 
Canada 150 Celebrating B.C. 
Communities and their 
contributions to Canada 

 $         68,000.00  Purchase and Installation of 37 signs at the Sikh Heritage Museum in Abbotsford. 
Together they create a historical timeline of Sikhs living in Canada. The 100 plus 
years’ experiences of women, men and children are filled with stories of 
perseverance in the face of many challenges. This timeline offers a brief glimpse 
into those resilient experiences. 
  

2017 SSHRC Insight Grant   $         18,268.00  This project included a two-day outreach event at UFV and a one-day event at 
UBC aimed to work towards the creation of infrastructure/framework for archival 
materials and resources to enrich the intellectual, social, cultural, and artistic 
development of the Canadian historical record. Scholars and experts 
participated in the activity.  
  

2017 Shastri Membership Dev   $               500.00  SASI had meetings on developing relationships with other South Asian Studies 
related organizations in BC  

2018 BC Arts Council Professional 
Project Assistance: Museums 
and Visual Arts Organization.  

 $            5,000.00  
 
 

The design and execution of the exhibit ‘Desis in the Diaspora’ was made 
possible with the BC Arts Funding. The exhibit was on display at the Sikh Heritage 
Museum in Abbotsford in 2018-2019.  
 

  



2018 Canadian Museums 
Association of Canada, Dr. 
Shirley L. Thomson Young 
Curators Award 

 $         15,000.00  This award provided an opportunity for high quality , enhanced learning 
experiences in relation to the SASU curated exhibit “Desis in the Diaspora” which 
launched in the spring of 2018. 

2019 South Asian Studies Institute 
Fellowship Program  
 

 Yvon Dandurand, Dr. Amanda McCormick, Dr. Martha Dow, Dr. Satwinder Kaur 
Bains, developed a consultation with agencies, individuals and groups 
concerned with community safety. The goal of this fellowship was to develop a 
deeper understanding of the issues as they undertake innovative and targeted 
approaches to prevent gang related violence. The report provided a focused 
approach to understanding violence prevention strategies aimed at South Asian 
Canadian youth that have been implemented in the Abbotsford region. 
The Report is available for download: Developing Strategies on Violence 
Prevention and Community Safety in Abbotsford. 
 

2019 Hari Sharma Foundation   $         10,000.00  With the Hari Sharma funds, the SASI continued its interview collections of 
South Asian settlers across the province of BC. Thirty more interviews were 
added to the collection. The added importance of accessibility and access to the 
stories online will allow elders’ stories to be shared with community and passed 
down as a family legacy for their children, grandchildren and great-grant children. 
  

2019 Shastri Indo Canadian Institute                                  
: Shastri Program Development 
Grant  

 $       300,000.00  SASI Director Satwinder Bains and Vice-Chancellor of Panjabi University, Dr. B.S. 
Ghuman developed two workshops (Canada and India) for stakeholders 
including policy makers in both Canada and India, academic administrators, civil 
society, researchers, managers of higher education, students, media, to prepare 
a policy brief for the Canadian and Indian policy makers.  
  

2020 BC Museums Association – 
Family Day 

 $            1,000.00  The SASI organised a day of activities to celebrate Family Day at the Abbotsford 
Rotary Stadium.  
  

2020 BC Historical Federation   $            4,000.00  Research based on the interviews of four South Asian women from the Fraser 
Valley who were separated from their partners for a number of years before 
reuniting with them in Canada, sought to interrupt that flow of time to re-inscribe 
the untold story into the images so that the story is complete.   

2020 UFV Workstudy Grant, 2 
positions  

 
The SASI hired two Research Assistant to assist in creating digital databases for 
SASI’s research portal that includes  
1. South Asian Canadian Youth Violence Abbotsford News 2000-2020 Articles 
and news responses. 2. Historical archive from the Punjabi Legacy Project – 52 
interviews 200 + photographs 3. Online mapping of Historic Sites of British 
Columbia South Asian Canadian Significance 

https://www.ufv.ca/sasi/research/fellowship/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/sasi/(Aug-29)-SARF-REPORT-2019--print.pdf
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/sasi/(Aug-29)-SARF-REPORT-2019--print.pdf
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/hari-sharma/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/hari-sharma/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/hari-sharma/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/where-are-the-women-love-solace-and-courage/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/pclp-phase-1/
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/837
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/837
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/south-asian-canadian-historic-sites-of-significance-in-british-columbia/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/south-asian-canadian-historic-sites-of-significance-in-british-columbia/


2020 Minister of Public safety, Crime 
Reduction Research Program   

 $         97,000.00  Research into, and publication of report on Crime Prevention Through Sports. 
  

2020-
2021 

South Asian Studies Institute 
Fellowship Program  
 

 The SASI, with the financial support of the Crime Reduction Research Program, 
B.C. Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General, undertook an assessment of 
sports-based crime and violence prevention programs in the province of BC. The  
one-year project improved the understanding of the impact of sports-based 
crime prevention programs on youth crime and gang recruitment. The project, 
led to the development of a training curriculum and training tools for coaches, 
leaders, and facilitators involved in creating and delivering effective sports-based 
crime prevention programs.  
The report is available for download. 
Read more…   
 

2020 Province of BC Ministry of Art, 
Culture and Sport       

 $    1,140,000.00  The Province provided $1.14 million to the Abbotsford Community Foundation to 
create and deliver a multi-faceted Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project in 
collaboration with the South Asian Studies Institute (SASI) of the University of the 
Fraser Valley, the Royal BC Museum (RBCM). The project included: 
• Digitization of South Asian Canadian collections, including artefacts, photos, 
texts, materials, oral histories and other resources for the online South Asian 
Canadian Digital Archive; 
• Creation of a traveling exhibition on South Asian Canadian history;  
• Documentation and marking of historic sites that are of importance to South 
Asian Canadians and B.C. communities; 
• Development of learning resources for South Asian Canadian relevant social 
studies curriculum for schools in B.C.; 
• Research and development of an online comprehensive B.C. Labour 
Movements Social Histories Research Project;  
• Production of a public history book – A Social History of South Asians in British 
Columbia.  

2020 Heritage BC - Heritage Legacy 
Fund 

 $            1,200.00  The Statement of Significance objectives were to identify the physical and non-
physical heritage and historic cultural assets of the National Historic Site Gur 
Sikh Temple (NHSGST) and the Sikh Heritage Museum (SHM) located in 
Abbotsford BC. These assets include the contributions of indigenous, Japanese, 
Chinese and Mennonite communities, early settlers of South Asian decent, and 
to assist in articulating the importance of these assets to the local community, 
our neighborhoods, the city as a whole and to the Province of BC and Canada. 

2020 Vancouver Heritage Foundation 
Joseph Wosk Grant  

 $            2,000.00  The SASI received the Vancouver Heritage Foundation’s Yosef Wosk Publication 
Grant which assisted in the catalogue publication based on the Vancouver 
Maritime Museum exhibit Komagata Maru: Challenging Injustice. The catalogue 

https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/sasi/documents/Final-report---Crime-Prevention-Through-Sports.docx.pdf
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/sasi/documents/Final-report---Crime-Prevention-Through-Sports.docx.pdf
https://www.ufv.ca/sasi/research/fellowship/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/
https://sacda.ca/
https://sacda.ca/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/haq-history/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/south-asian-canadian-historic-sites-of-significance-in-british-columbia/
https://openschool.bc.ca/saffronthreads/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/union-zindabad-labour-history/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/union-zindabad-labour-history/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/social-history-book/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/social-history-book/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/komagata-maru-challenging-injustice/


publication was released  April, 2021.  

2021 BC Arts Council  - Expanded 
Arts and Culture Resilience 
Supplement Award  

 $         18,000.00  Development of exhibit on The Right To Vote Catalogue. 
Material and labour, track lighting upgrades and maintenance, Exhibit planning 
/research report , Exhibit documentary and lesson notes (short film) , Right to 
Vote exhibit catalogue , Plexi glass replacements (Artefacts)  
Student researchers  
  

2021 BC Arts Council, supplement  $            4,000.00  The supplement funding awarded by the BC Arts Council allowed the SASI to 
start a project with film maker Henna Mann to direct and produce the 
documentary film Rails, Jails, and Trolleys on the BC South Asian Canadian 
response to the Farmer’s Movement in India.   

2021 BC Arts Council COVID 
supplement  

 $            2,000.00  Refurbishment of the Sikh Heritage Museum to pivot online as a resource to 
cultural historians, archivists and educators.  

2021 Accelerate funding student 
research 

 $            2,500.00  The primary objective of the research project is to identify and analyze best 
practices for marketing, communications, and outreach within the GLAM 
(Galleries, Libraries, Archives, and Museums) sector and develop a 
communications plan and marketing strategy that not only builds on the existing 
marketing landscape, but identifies marketing and outreach shortcomings that 
result from the precarious funding and labour models that many GLAM 
institutions suffer from.  

2021 MITACS Business Strategy  $         10,000.00  The objective is to focus on the Archives and Museums sector in the areas of 
marketing, communications, and outreach that would be directly applicable 
to future work in graphics, marketing and promotions departments, based 
on lessons learned and strategies employed. This sector has faced one of 
the most serious challenges during COVID times with lockdown and close 
to nil in-person visits. The action plan for researching best practices for 
dealing with these challenges is to identify the current practices of major 
public/community organizations in the Archives and Museums sector: how 
have they had to pivot for their business to continue during the pandemic, 
what has worked for them and what hasn’t and what are the lessons for near 
future. It is estimated that one in eight museums is expected to permanently 
close due to the pandemic 

2021 South Asian Studies Institute - 
Research fellowship 

 $            2,015.00  Dr. Inderjeet Mann wrote a working paper series on the South Asian Canadian 
Diaspora’s response to farmer’s protests in India (with a special focus on Punjab 
farmers). He was the historical and political consultant to Rails, Jails and 
Trolleys, a documentary on the Indian Farmers Movement.  
Read more… 
  

https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/the-vote/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqX_3pTNwXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqX_3pTNwXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqX_3pTNwXc
https://www.ufv.ca/sasi/research/fellowship/


2021 Dogwood Heritage Society  BC   $            5,300.00  During the covid pandemic, it was soon realized that the work to make 
awareness and accessibility to the Historic Site was needed. Many educators 
from all age groups are in urgent need for resources that address history, 
inequity, racism and diversity. And so the creation of an online interpretive 
‘walking’ tour on the canadiansikhheritage.ca was created (Magdgil Madhev). Its 
user options by way of a walking tour guided through narrations of space, 
heritage, history and diverse voices throughout. This will raise awareness at a 
national scale, one in which can be used all across the country, connecting the 
histories of Western Canada to Eastern Canada through the story of the Gur Sikh 
Temple.  

2021 PARC Visiting Scholar   $            6,000.00  History consultant for Rails Jails and Trolleys to document the Farmers 
Movement protests in INida  

2021 Ministry of Multiculturalism  $         13,000.00  The SASI received funding from the Anti Racism Initiatives Engagement Branch of 
the Province of BC to facilitate a workshop looking at the nature of disaggregated 
data collection within the University sector.  
The report and findings from the workshop helped the Province of BC developing 
anti-racism data legislation which has been mandated by Premier John Horgan 
and directed through the Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Initiatives, 
Rachna Singh. This to forge a pathway or roadmap amongst post-secondary 
institutions to include race-based data collecting as an open and transparent 
process. 
Partner: UFV’s Race and Antiracism Network (RAN)  
  

2022/24 Museums Assistance Program, 
Canadian Heritage.  

 $       274,513.00  In 2020 the South Asian Digital Archive (SACDA) was formed to document the 
120+ years history of history and South Asian Diaspora in Canada. With the 
Canadian Heritage Grant the archive was increased from 10 to 60 unique 
multilingual archival collections, within a two-year period.  
Partner: The University of British Columbia. 
  

2022 Anti-Racism Data Legislation 
Community Engagement  

 $         13,000.00  Anti Racism report etc. are in 2022 folder Antiracism Data Legislation 

2022 BC Arts Council Arts 
Infrastructure 

 $         13,741.00  The infrastructure of the Sikh Heritage Museum was upgraded with the 
installation of I-pad kiosk, wide screen tv, the setup of a  Wi-Fi connection and 
the  interior walls were repainted.  
  

  

https://canadiansikhheritage.ca/virtual-tour/
https://canadiansikhheritage.ca/virtual-tour/
https://ufv.ca/antiracism/
https://sacda.ca/
https://canadiansikhheritage.ca/


2022/25 Toronto Metropolitan University 
(formerly Ryerson University); 
Project Inclusive Communities  
for Older Immigrants  

 $         32,790.00  The Inclusive Communities for Older Immigrants  
(ICOI) partnership is a 7-year multidisciplinary, multi-sector, multi-province 
project that aims to build sustainable connections to generate knowledge about 
social isolation and connectedness among older immigrants, support 
multidirectional knowledge exchange, and improve older immigrants’ lives. The 
(ICOI) partnership brings together 48 academic and 38 community partners in 9 
cities in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec. The South Asian 
Studies Institute was the lead for the Vancouver area.  
Two Researchers were hired to interview Mandarin and Punjabi speaking older 
immigrants. They transcribed the interviews and collected data.   
Partner: Toronto Metropolitan University. 
  

2022 Royal BC Museum, South Asian 
Communities 

 $            3,500.00  Intercultural Histories of BC assisted in developing four workshops to build an 
intercultural alliance for arts and culture in BC.  Targeted audience was senior 
management in Arts and Cultural organizations across BC that were interested in 
the developing a more robust response to history through an intercultural lens.  
  

2023 BC Arts Council Project 
Museum Assistance  

 $         15,000.00  The BC Arts Council’s Project Assistance: Museums and Indigenous Cultural 
Centres grant supports the development and creation of artistic or cultural his-
tory programming. With this funding, the SASI was able to hire graphic designer 
Faria Firoz for the Sikh Heritage Museum exhibition Marriages & Migration: A 
Transnational Story of BC. 
  

2023 City of Abbotsford Komagata 
Maru exhibit  

 $         10,000.00  The city of Abbotsford supported the research related to the role of Abbotsford in 
the role of  the legal challenge that the passengers of the Komagata Maru faced 
in June 1914. The city unveiled permanent exhibits at the Gur Sikh Temple on July 
22, 2023. And announced the double naming of a portion of the South Fraser 
Wayas Komagata Maru way to commemorate the spirit of the activism in 1914.  
Photos of the commemoration. 
  

2023 SSHRC Explore grant 2023   $            6,986.00  With the funds a Research Assistant was hired to conduct research on the 
background of South Asian Canadian Muslims in BC; literature review, finding 
archival documents, images and backgrounds of early settlers, and migration 
history. This background helped develop the framework for the online exhibit.  
  

https://icoi.ca/
https://icoi.ca/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/marriages-and-migration/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/marriages-and-migration/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ufvcics/albums/72177720312240068/


2023 UBC BC History Digitalization 
2023  

 $         15,000.00  The funds were used to digitize, preserve, and provide open access to Dr. 
Norman Buchignani and Dr. Doreen Indra fonds in the South Asian Canadian 
Digital Archive. The fonds consists of 2.5 linear feet of archival materials of the 
earliest key research work and primary sources related to social histories of 
South Asian Canadians. The materials were created and collected by both Dr. 
Buchignani and Dr. Indra and cover the period from 1898-1984. The fonds 
includes diverse materials including handwritten research notes, index and 
reference cards, correspondence, interviews, ephemera, commemorative 
publications, microfilms, photographic negatives, government documents, 
magazine and newspaper articles, reports, and academic dissertations 

2023 Young Canada Works   $            8,120.00  With the Young Canada Works grant a Research Assistant  and Digitization 
Assistant, Faria Firoz, was hired to work on the digitization of the Chandra 
Bodalia fond for the South Asian Canadian Digital Archive (SACDA).  Faria also 
created the design for the exhibit Marriages & Migration a Transnational Story of 
BC which was on display in the Sikh Heritage Museum in Abbotsford from July 
2023-November 2024.  
  

2023 South Asian Studies Institute's 
Fellowship Endowment 

 $            6,295.00  Dr. Sarah Beaulieu, conflict anthropologist at UFV undertook the research to 
follow the journeys of Abdul Aleem, Fidah and Razia Haque, Munawar Sabir and 
Mohinder Singh, as each of their families depart from India in search of a better 
life. A set of interviews revealed the long and arduous journeys of the families to 
the Fraser Valley. The Community Health and Social Innovation Hub (CHASI) and 
the South Asian Studies Institute jointly funded the Fellowship.   

2023 UFV Work Study grant    $            2,690.00  Hired an RA for SACDA as a Catalogue and Digitization Assistant (Anshull) 
  

2024 SSHRC Explore Grant    $            6,978.00  The project collaborated with a diverse group of South Asian Canadian Muslim 
individuals and community organizations across the province. Through this 
engagement, we conducted and archived 13 in-depth oral history interviews. 
Grounded in anti-colonial, anti-racist, anti-Islamophobic, and reparative 
frameworks, our methodological approach centered oral history as both a 
research tool and a means of redress — allowing us to document and preserve 
the lived experiences, memories, and cultural knowledge of historically 
marginalized communities in Canada. Supported by the SSHRC Institutional 
Grant, two Research Assistants were hired.  
  

2024 UBC BC History Digitalization -
Dr. Gurdev Singh Gill fonds  

 $            5,000.00  The funding allowed the SASI to hire two Research Assistants to work on the 
digitizing, preserving and providing access to the Dr. Gurdev Singh Gill fonds in 
the South Asian Canadian Digital Archive (SACDA).  
  

https://sacda.ca/
https://sacda.ca/
https://sacda.ca/exhibits/km/index.php
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/marriages-and-migration/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/marriages-and-migration/
https://canadiansikhheritage.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://www.ufv.ca/chasi/about/faculty-associates/beaulieu-sarah.htm
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/817
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/817


2024 UFV The Winds of Change 
Project - UFV 50 year   

 $            4,000.00  Building an inclusive online archive focussed on the role of the University of the 
Fraser Valley (UFV) in building communities with under-represented racialized 
communities (IBPOC) in the region that UFV serves.  
Partner:  UFV 50 year - Department of Community Engagement 
  

2024 v UFV Workstudy Grant  1    
120 hours  

 $            2,780.00  With the funds from the Hari Sharma Foundation the SASI hired a Research 
Assistant  to design a website for the publication of the research of South Asian 
Muslims in BC.  
  

2024 v UFV Workstudy Grant  2    
120 hours                      

 $            2,780.00  The funds allowed the SASI to hire a Research Assistant to create a webpage for 
the online exhibit Marriages & Migration a Transnational Story of BC. This reflects 
the physical exhibit which was on display from July 2023 to November 2024 at 
the Sikh Heritage Museum on Abbotsford, BC.  
  

2024 City of Abbotsford   Culture City      $             4,000.00  The SASI offered a public, free, musical performance Mehfil to celebrate South 
Asian folk music and poetry from the Panjab region in India. The event, which 
took place on September 19, 2024,  also marked the finishing of the recording of 
songs and poetry of 10 BC based South Asian artists in 2024, ranging from 
children’s play songs and Sufi poetry to marriage rituals and traditional folk 
stories. Partners: KPU Civic Podcast Studio, UFV CIVL Radio, and Vancouver 
Public Library.  
Link to event 
Link to recordings 
  

2024 Council on Library and 
Information Resources (CLIR) 

 $       423,645.64  With the funds the SASI  started a two-year project to digitize, preserve, and 
provide open access to 20,000 selected photographs from the legendary South 
Asian Canadian photojournalist Chandra Bodalia's collection. The collection can 
be accessed though the South Asian Digital Archive (SACDA). This was a 
partnership with Poetic Justice Foundation, Sikh Heritage Museum, UFV Dep. of 
International Studies, UFV Library, BC Archives, Royal BC Museum and The 
Reach. 
  

2024 BC Arts Council Arts Impact 
Grant 

 $         30,000.00  An online exhibit (link) and a physical exhibit (2025–2026 at the Sikh Heritage 
Museum in Abbotsford) was created, featuring a selection from the 1,200 
digitized, described, and curated photographs from Chandra Bodalia’s 
collection, and the history of BC’s Gurdwaras. Partners: Sikh Heritage Museum. 
  

https://www.ufv.ca/50/winds-of-change/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/marriages-and-migration/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ufvcics/albums/72177720320492818/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ufvcics/albums/72177720320492818/
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/829


2024 Dr. Hari Sharma Fund   $            3,000.00  A website was developed to publish the ongoing research of the history of South 
Asian Muslims in BC. Partners: Hari Sharma, the South Asian Studies Institute's 
Endowment  Fund, and two  Research Assistants hired through UFV's SSHRC 
grant. 
Link to the South Asian Muslims in BC website will be posted soon. 
  

2024 South Asian Studies Institute 
Fellowship Endowment 

 $            6,500.00  Scholar Anushay Malik conducted research into the histories of South Asian 
Muslims in BC; Building a historical timeline; supporting  the 
development phase of the website, supporting oral interviews of Muslim 
community members, providing training to RA’s, analysis and content of oral 
interviews for thematic presentation on the website ,  implement in links with 
other Muslims in Canada projects, archival professionals, and community 
historians.   
Link to the South Asian Muslims in BC website will be posted soon.  
  

2024 Young Canada Works    $            9,727.00  Two Research Assistants were hired to digitize and write the metadata for 
selected photographs of the legendary South Asian Canadian photojournalist 
Chandra Bodalia.  
  

2024 UBC  - Partnership   $         13,500.00  The SACDA Digital Asset Archivist trained, supervised, and mentored two 
students from the UBC School of Information’s Master of Archival Studies or 
Dual Master of Archival Studies and Library and Information Studies programs, 
as part of the FOCAS project. The FOCAS project was funded by the Mellon 
Foundation’s Public Knowledge Program. 
  

2025-
2026 

UBC BC History Digitalization    $         14,961.36  Two Research Assistants were hired to digitize and write the metadata for 
selected photographs of the legendary South Asian Canadian photojournalist 
Chandra Bodalia.   

2025 City of Abbotsford - Cultural 
City  

 $            6,900.00  With the funds received from Culture City Abbotsford, the SASI organised an 
evening of South Asian Folk and Sufi Music, featuring the renowned singer Mr. 
Maghar Ali Khan on April 5th, 2025 .  
The funds provided for a workstudy position that assisted with the promotion and 
coordination of the event.   
Partners: Culture City Abbotsford, Maghar Ali, and Virsa Foundation Abbotsford.  
Photos of the event 
  

  

https://www.ufv.ca/sasi/research/fellowship/
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://sacda.ca/index.php/Detail/collections/161
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ufvcics/albums/72177720325355523/


2025 Young Canada Works  $              8,509.00 Hire of a Museum Assistant to design, deliver, and evaluate new programs 
focussed on local and comm histories, improving visitor engagement and 
accessibility, strengthening community connections, creating long-term 
sustainability/impact for Sikh heritage Museum, enabling quality public 
programming.  
 

2025 BCHDP  $           14,961.00 The project aims to digitize, preserve, and provide open access to 10,000 
selected photographs from the Chandra Bodalia fonds. 

 Total $     5,369,876.00  
 

 

 

Joint funding 

Year 
  

2009 EU Canada Higher Education Diaspora Pgm. (HRDC)      $            199,683.00  
2010 City of Abbotsford Building Connections   $            434,000.00  
2010 Wash with Care: Vancouver Foundation   $              32,000.00  
2011 Canadian Heritage: Sikh Centennial   $              26,000.00  
2011 ICARE Team – Canadian Innovations Grant   $              20,000.00  
2011 Canadian Heritage: Legacy Grant   $            122,000.00  
2013 SSHRC Connection Grant   $              23,838.00  
2014 Canadian Heritage – Anniversaries Grant   $                 5,400.00  
2017 CIHR Patient Oriented Research   $              25,000.00  
2019 CIHR 2019 Novel Coronavirus Rapid Research  $            273,978.00  
2020 CIHR COVID-19 Visitor Related Research   $            274,000.00  
2020 CIHR COVID-19 Research   $            236,000.00  
2021 CIHR COVID -19 Research   $            348,000.00  
2021 Accelerate – Student research   $                 6,000.00  
 Temporary Farm Workers Research Grant  $            455,000.00  
 South Asian Mothers & COVID-19   $            319,000.00  
2023 Maternal Immunization project (applied $ 670,000.00) -    

 Total $    2,799,899.00 
 


