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“Poetry is something 
you study, but it’s 
also something you have 
to live and you have to 
do to help yourself see 
the world.” 
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You’re Ready  
An Assessment Ode written by 
Jim 
 
If you’re big enough, you’re 
ready. 
You may be big and you may be 
ready, 
But you may fail. 
 
Failure is the word people who 
have not failed 
use to describe people unlike 
themselves. 
Success is the word people who 
have  
not failed use to describe 
themselves  
 
Not all who fail are failures, 
Nor are all who succeed 
successful. 
 
When someone tells you that 
you will fail, 
smile at them. 
When someone tells you that 
you cannot 
Succeed because you are not 
ready, remind 
them that you are big enough 
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“Jim was always helpful to his students, while 
taking his class, and afterwards.  I was only lucky  
enough to take Jim’s class once; but even more luck y 
to have him support me in my career endeavors while  
working here at UFV.  Though always bus, Jim was 
always available whether it was to talk, give 
references, or just catch up on how everyone was 
doing.  He will be greatly missed and always 
remembered with warm thoughts.” 
--Natalie Hughes, Abbotsford 

 

�
“I had a wonderful Romanticism class 
with Jim when I was a second year 
student at UFV, and from there we 
formed a special relationship at 
school.  Jim offered support to me in 
times of grief and heartache, he 
encouraged me to explore my potential 
and consider teaching at a higher 
level, and has given me dozens of 
books from his personal collection to 
help me start my own library.  He saw 
my passion for literature and did 
anything and everything he could to 
foster it.  Jim was an amazing 
professor, caring man, and so powerful 
in his quiet grace.  Jim, we are so 
lost without you already and will 
carry you in our hearts.  I pray that 
you are in a place where you can see 
how much you have meant to so many 
people.” 
--Jessika Rowley, Mission. 
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