REASONING

Philosophy 100

Fall 2010

Room: ABA 301 

Time: Wed 1 – 3:50 pm 

Instructor: Kristian Urstad

Office: D3089

Office hours: 12 – 1 pm

Phone: 7788810512

Email: Kristian.Urstad@ufv.ca
Text: Critical Thinking, Brooke Moore and Richard Parker, 9th Edition

Course Description: This course will provide you with a foundation to critically think and analyze arguments met within everyday life, to employ good reasoning skills and to avoid being fooled or persuaded by bad reasoning and rhetorical techniques. You will learn how to apply such skills to the sorts of arguments encountered in newspapers, magazines and other media texts. You will also learn how to apply your reasoning lucidly in writing. 

Grading: Participation 10%, Midterm Exam 25%, Essay 30%, Final Exam 35%

Grading Scale:

A+
95% & above,

A
90% - 94% 

A-
85% - 89% 

B+
80% - 84%

B
75% - 79% 

B-
70% - 74%

C+    65% - 69% 

C      60% - 64% 

C-     55% - 59% 

P       50% - 54% 

F       49% & below

Class Schedule

Sep. 8      Introduction, Chap. 1 (pages 1-5) (What is critical thinking?)

Sep. 15    Chap. 4 (pages 105-121) (Credibility)

Sep. 22    Chap. 4 (pages 121-134) (Credibility)

Sep. 29    Chap. 1 (pages 5-13) (What is an argument?)

Oct. 6      Chap. 2 (pages 41-49) (Two kinds of arguments)

Oct. 13    Chap. 3 (pages 69-76, 82-86, 87-92) (Obscurities)

Oct. 20    Midterm Exam
Oct. 27    Review, Chap. 3 (pages 87-92), Chap. 5 (pages 147-159) (Rhetoric) 

Nov. 3    Chap. 5 (pages 147-159, 164-168) (Rhetorical devices)

Nov. 10  Chap. 6 (pages 183-200) (Fallacies, mistakes in reasoning)

Nov. 17  Chap. 6 (pages 183-200) (Fallacies, mistakes in reasoning)

Nov. 24  Chap. 7 (pages 211-228) (Fallacies, mistakes in reasoning)

Dec. 1     Chap. 12 (pages 436-438, 441-447) (Value judgments), Essay Due

TBA        Final Exam

