Course Description
Philosophy 318: Environmental Ethics

UCFV Calendar: Do modern Western assumptions divorce humans from nature, divide mind and body, and
justify using science and technology as means of dominating our environment for human convenience?
Do environmental problems result? Are there better approaches to the environment? We will examine
local examples of global issues to produce proposals for individual and collective action.
PHIL 3180 satisfies one of the upper level requirements for the Applied Ethical and Political Philosophy
program at UCFV.

This Course Description provides routine information and describes the a@bjes and methods for
the course. Read it carefully, asking questionseasied.

It should be viewed asa@ntract but can be altered for individual students in extdanary
circumstances.

If | make a special arrangement with you, explain it in a note or e-mail message and ask meto
sign or confirm it; show it to meto remind me of our arrangement.

Contents

WebCT Course Website

Contact Information

Instructor: Paul Herman (based in Chilliwack), BA, University of California Santa Barbara; PhD. work
except thesis completed, UBC. Teaching: UBC; Carleton University; FVC, UCFV, UFV 1975-present.

Telephone & E-mail

Abbotsford: 853-7441, local 4320 or through the Receptionist
Chilliwack: 792-0025, local 2836 or through the Receptionist
Home: 793-5987

Voice-mail: box 2836

Fax: 604-792-2388

The best times to talk to me on the telephoneratied mornings, but you can try me any time
from not too early in the morning to not too latethe evening.

Please put the course number (PHIL 318) in theestitine whenever you e-mail me.
Otherwise, | may fail to deal with your messagechiyi.| usually check my e-mail in the
morning, early afternoon, and early evening.

If you have not heard back from me within a dagagk try again by e-mail or other means.
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Mail: Paul Herman
Department of Philosophy & Politics
University College of the Fraser Valley
45635 Yale Road
Chilliwack, B.C.
V2P 6T4
CANADA

Office Hours
Abbotsford: Friday, 9:00-9:30, D3094 (Moira Kloster’s officedpd immediately after class

Talk to me about your problems with an assignmemas of interest you would like to pursue,
my marking of your work, etc. If these times aré cmnvenient for you, we can arrange to meet

at other times.

Since | am often out of my office (but usually @ds it) or talking to students during the above
times, it is best (but not essential) to make groagment.

The Course Website may be helpful in many ways, for example, to daawl course handouts in
order to view them as outlines in your word prooessd to edit as you see fit. Internet links in
documents arBve when viewed at th€ourse WebsitéYou can access your marks and see how the
class is doing as a whole. There is a place foeggmiscussion and discussion groups that you can
use for course group work.

The Course

This course is about deciding how to act ethicellyards the environment either personally or
through social institutions such as business, aatboips, unions, church, government.

The goal is to bring together theories and prastafesthics and politics without presupposing other
upper level Philosophy and Politics courses.

Prerequisites: 45 credits from Applied or Arts or Science programsluding nine credits in Philosophy
or Political Science; or permission of the instauct

Major Areas
The course will include three major areas:

1. Logical steps for making decisions about emnmental issues where there are typically large
stakes; economic, political, and biological comglexuncertainty; and social conflict.

2. Strategies for making collective decisions bygatiating with each other to apply
environmental values to specific environmental éssof personal interest to you.

3. Theories about our appropriate relationshifméoenvironment:

anthropocentric ethics: all and only (individualijnfhans—and perhaps some non-humans with
crucial human traits such as self-consciousness-ékaranoral consideration;
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non-anthropocentric ethics: all and only e P
(individual) living—or perhaps only ‘E:E?hn% mereasingly self-rightecus &
sentient—things are due moral elenb, .
consideration;

holistic ethics: ecosystems—perhaps
including species,; non-sentient or
non-living parts of ecosystems; the
earth as a whole—are due moral
consideration;
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socio-political ethicsenvironmental
ethicsshould be based on just
distribution of environmental burdens
and benefits without social ¥,
domination and oppression.

pluralist: more than one of the above
positions can justifiably be used to
resolve environmental issues.

In the first one-third of the course, we will do
preparatory work in areas 1 and 2.

In the last two-thirds of the course, we will calesi theories in area 3 as you negotiate with each
other in applying them to environmental issues.

Goals of the Course
At the end of this course, my intention is that yall:
* Dbe able to describe different positions on theomajeneral issues noted above.

e communicate orally and in writing your organisdiciplined, critical thinking about some of
these major, general issues in order to producelafehd your own solution to specific aspects
or instances of environmental issues such as pogulgrowth, food production, natural
resources management, energy policy, waste dispdisahte change.

* be motivated to use the skills and knowledge ftioi:icourse as a productive way to think
about these issues as you encounter them in evelifela
Standard Operating Procedure: method of reflective equilibrium

Throughout the course, we will typically follow ghprocedure (often calledflective equilibriuny

1. 1'will ask you to make some judgments about soneeifip examples of a philosophical issue,
either based on your own experience or on somemnmgad

We will consider your judgments in order to sems of the more general issues they raise.

2. 1 will provide you with some background and philpbecal reading for the general issues,
asking you to consider how they produce generalaresfor your specific judgments.

3. We will reflect upon the reading and test genezakons by applying them to specific
examples.

4. You will be asked to make some assessmenbaf judgments and general reasons for them.
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There is a dialectic between guidgments about specific cases and thegeneral reasons for those
judgments. Sometimes you may change your speaiigments to fit your general reasons.
Sometimes you may change your reasons to fit yadgments. Or you may adjust both.

In most cases, there is no single correct ansvegretimerges from this process. However, some
answers are not as good as others, e.g., becaysddmot deal well with the full range and depth
of the issues or are not supported by good reagonin

So, good answers require much more than merelyesgig an opinion.

Co-operative Learning

I make every effort to hawou do most of the talking and writing during classssess.
Consequently, we shall do a lot of co-operativerie® in groups following several formats.

You are expected to interact with each other toestteas and resources, support each other,
explain material and techniques to each otherhatdleach other responsible for completing the
assignment. If you need help with the assignnférdt, ask your group mates; if you need further
assistance with the group assignmenty the group as a whole should request help from the
instructor.

Resources

Paul HermanPhilosophy 318 CoursePack

Des Jardins, Joseph Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to EnvironrntedrPhilosophy4th
Edition

Additional Resources

If you have doubts about your understanding ofrthieire of philosophy and of methods of reading
and writing philosophy then | recommend Jay F. Rbseg'sThe Practice of Philosophy: A
Handbook for Beginnergopies in thdookstorgalthough ridiculously expensivd)ibrary, and

bibliographic database with informative author-tetit abstracts covering scholarly research in
philosophy published since 1940 in journals andkpmcluding anthologies. Library staff are also
a great resource.

I nter net Resour ces

The Interneklso has many resources, readings, discussiongretq in philosophy and on a
variety of topics that we investigate in this caur&o to the UFV Library websit§uides to

philosophy material especially useful for undergiate students of philosophy such
as online encyclopaedias and dictionaries, aidewifiting better papers,
bibliographies, etc.
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Sites are legion on environmental ethics and oretivronment. If you are having no luck
finding one on your topic, | may be able to helgrélare just a few, general sites:

Two very useful sites for policy research are:

Government of Canada Policy Research Initiativeluising on sustainable development:

There are many partisan policy institute sites. fiilewing present a spectrum of views:

Fraser Institutewww.fraserinstitute.ca/

Criterium DecisionPlus

You may find the free version of this program helgbr preparing some assignments. See
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Work and Evaluation

SeeReadings and Assignmeffits assignments and due datdss your responsibility to keep up
with course work. We shall try to proceed at a pace that fosteraudson and understanding of the
material and issues, so due dates are subjecatgelwith ample notice.

Your written work without your name attached to it may be used as examplesin class.

Plagiarism and Intellectual Property

You will not find thefinal, authoritative answer to a philosophical question in books,
encyclopaedias, dictionaries, videos, or cyberspace. It is essential that you produce and justify
your own conclusions.

Plagiarism isthe high crime of intellectual activity. If the question of plagiarism arises, a student
should be able to show that a piece of work issthdent's own by producing notes and drafts,
explaining and defending the work. The minimum @suence for plagiarism isNO CREDIT for
that piece of work. More severe penalties, inclgditNO CREDIT for the course, may be

There are many times when you are allowed, encedray required to work together. If you have
doubts about when these times are, please askrmkafdication.

Intellectual property rights are still quite unal@m the Internet, and it is very easy to violatere

those that are clear. Err on the side of caution.example, forwarding someone else’s e-mail

message without permission may violate moral agdllstandards. There are also increasingly
sophisticated Internet tools for detecting plagiaxi

Use of course material from this courseis permitted only for your personal, non-commer cial
pur poses.
Final Mark

Your Final Mark is based on several activities explained below ¥an choose to do more or less
work according to your ambitions and the time yauéhavailable. You are continuously evaluated
on smaller pieces of work so that you can compensatn for the occasional disaster. Your effort

and achievement both count in varying ways.

Please have some tolerance for flexibility in teignments since many of these assignment are still
in the early stages of evolution.

Your Final Mark is calculated on the following basis:

Attendance and Class Contribution 5%
Informal Individual Prep & Co-op Work  35%
Seminars 20%
Environmental Issue Project 40%

Except forinformal Individual & Co-op Workeach activity is marked on the following scale:

A+ =4.33 B+ =3.33 C+=233 P=1
A= 4.00 B= 3.00 C= 200 NC=0
A-=3.67 B-=2.67 C-= 1.67



Philosophy 318€Course Description 7

Letter grades for cumulativedividual Prep & Co-op Workre assigned by making the top mark an
A+, about 50% of the top mark a C-, with the otlmarrks scaled accordingly.

All assignments are marked according to how welwlork met theriteria explained in the
assignment, not according to a distribution cunee, fiot, for example, 10% As, 20% Bs, etc.).

Attendance and Class Contribution (5% of Final Mark)

Please ask questions and contribute to class ssssgpecially to your co-op work. Of course,
quality, not mere quantity, of class participatismesirable. Howeverit is better to err on the
side of boldnessthan of caution.

Each student startswith a C in this area and adds or subtracts from it. Thg way to subtract
from it is by being obnoxious to others in clas®gregularly not attending. Otherwise, your
Individual Prep & Co-op Work mark is a good indicator of attendance and clasgitaition
unless you make additional significant contribusiea the class as a whadey, through general
discussion in class.. Your facility in presentingriwto the class also counts towards this part of
your mark.

Lack of civility to any members of the classis not tolerated. UCFV policy empowers an
instructor to dismiss from the course a student diboupts the class.
Individual Prep & Co-op Work (35% of Final Mark)

Do the assigned readings and other preparatiogramsits and be ready to ask questions, to agree
or disagree with the reading and with others’ comisieand to participate in co-operative work.

Typically, each preparatory assignment is marked on a scale from 0to 4 points. More
demanding assignments may be marked on a multigghésoscale. The success of the course
depends upon your individual preparation,

Individual Prep Questions are DUE in-class or emailed befor e the beginning of class. They
may beturned in up to two days late but with a penalty of one point.
Seminars (20% of Final Mark): See Seminars handout.
Each member of the group conducting the seminaives the same mark except where a member
misses preparation or presentation sessions, iohwdaise the mark will be prorated.
Environmental Issues Project (40% of Final Mark): See Environmental Issues Project handout.

This project continues through the term with smadiesignments culminating in an extensive report.

Format and due dates

Any formal work (e.g., a handout for tHfe@eminaror theEnvironmental Issues Project Final
Report should be typed and one-and-one-halfdouble-spaced on 8.5” by 11" paper with one inch
margins on all sides, secured with a staple ormpeljpe Do not use foldersor atitle page.

Non-sexist language is expected in your written work. (For further &qation, sed\Vriting
without Gender Bias on the Course website.)

Formal work isdue by midnight of the due date and is not accepted more than one week late.
Latework ismarked down one mark, e.g., a B is marked down to a B=x¢eptions are possible

in extraordinary circumstances.) Any assignmentgounot put into my handse-g, that you hand
in to Faculty Reception—should bene stamped, e.g, by the Faculty Assistant or at Records and
Registration; otherwise, | will assume it was tutmewhen | pick it up.
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Work may be handed in asan e-mail attachment in either MSWord or .RTF format. If | am
unableto download and read your essay because you forgot to attach it or for other appiye
technical reasons that are not my fatle work is marked aslate. So, it is wise to submit your
work by early evening so | can notify you abouthtacal problems in time for you to correct them.

Keep a copy of all formal work you turn in for commentsor for marking.



