The Critical Legal Conference


Since 1984, every first weekend in September, the Critical Legal Conference
brings together critical and radical legal scholars from all over the world.
It has been a phenomenal success despite its modesty. The CLC is also
exactly that: a conference. No organisation, presidents and secretaries,
members and subscrip-tions.

This conference is a transient community; an inoperative community always to
come, lasting for three days every year, without orthodoxies, exclu-sions or
stars and gets down to the business of thinking and being together. In doing
so, a variety of critical schools, such as postmodernism, phenomenology,
decon-struction, feminism, post-colonialism, critical race, queer theory,
the ethics of otherness, the ontology of plural singularity, and the
critique of bio-politics have been pioneered in these conferences, creating
new and stronger links between theory and practice.

Most conferences have taken place in the UK but we have also been to South
Africa, India, Ireland and Scandinavia. This is the first time, the CLC is
organised in the Netherlands. It hopes to bring together different schools
and approaches to critical legal scholarship at a time when collaboration
and solidarity across Europe and the world is imperative.

Main Theme CLC Utrecht 2010


Social developments demand, now more than ever, a critical perspective on
law and legal scholarship. These developments relate to the financial and
economic crisis, the conti-nuing humanitarian wars, the rising intolerance
towards others and the perceived threat they pose. They can be captured in
the notions of multidimensio-nal globali-sation and enforced
individualisation. The former pertains to global society, trans-cending the
nation-state, whereas the latter pertains to a wide range of decisions one
must make about many aspects of individual life. Both notions contri-bute to
and reflect an ever-increasing societal complexity with which we deal in
many different ways and law is one of these ways. Fundamental is how law is
used to deal with complexity. The ongoing discussion about human rights is
illustrative in this regard.

A critical legal perspective is required to expose "normative abuse" of law.
The main theme of this conference is to re-affirm, in our global age, this
critical pers-pective on law and its relationship with politics. Indeed, the
conference re-affirms the critical political condition we are in as
scholars.

To conceptualise this condition is to take issue with the concept of
moder-nity. The question is whether to speak of a single modernity (be it a
reflexive moderni-ty, a liquid modernity, a second modernity, a
post-modernity, etc.) or whether we should consider the possibility of what
Eisenstadt terms "multiple modernities". If so, what does this concept
pertains to? Does it help us in understanding and criti-cising modern law
and legal scholarship and their manifestations in different legal systems?
Furthermore, does it help us in understanding and dealing with (global)
contemporary problems from the perspective of human rights as a
manifestation of global law, penetrating legal systems around the world? A
critical attitude, hence, is not merely directed at others, as in submitting
other modernities (and their legal systems) to the test of Western modernity
and law. Rather, it also, or perhaps, in particular, expects an attitude of
self-criticism, i.e. a reflexive attitu-de. The main theme touches, in this
way, on many different issues pertaining to law and society, comparative
legal studies, law and culture, concepts of positive law, the administration
of law and its organisation. It also raises questions of methodology as it
crosses disciplinary boundaries.

The key note lecture will be given by Prof. Gunther Teubner. The title of
his lecture is "Constitutionalising polycontexturality".

Prof Teubner is Professor of Private Law and Legal Sociology, Principal
Investigator, Excellence Cluster "The Formation of Normative Orders",
Goethe-University Frankfurt/Main and Centennial Visiting Professor, London
School of Economics.



Papers and streams


Against the background of this general theme, colleagues are invited to
submit a paper proposal, either addressing the main theme, any of the
subthemes pre-sented in different streams  or another theme
deemed relevant for critical legal scholarship. Colleagues may in addition
to, or instead of, a paper proposal take responsibility for developing and
hosting a stream within the gene-ral theme in addition to already existing
streams. Paper proposal in regard of the general theme and proposals for new
streams can be sent to either Bald de Vries (u.devries@uu.nl) or Lyana
Francot (l.francot@uu.nl).

.         The deadline for submitting a paper proposal is 21 May 2010.

.         The deadline for submitting a stream proposal is 26 March 2010.

Paper proposals in respect of one of the subthemes under a stream can be
sent directly to the stream convenor and before the deadline set by the
convenor.

Papers, panels and publication


The aim of the conference is, as always, an exchange of ideas and thoughts
as well as informing each other about work in progress. To this end, we
propose a particular format for the individual panels and strive to actually
realise this format on 10-12 September.

Each panel session lasts for an hour and a half and consists of a maximum of
four speakers. Each speaker has the opportunity to pitch, so to speak, his
or her paper within a time frame of maximum 10 minutes. Following the
speakers there is time for discussion, which will be introduced or will
commence by a series of pre-prepared questions by attending delegates.

To this end, during the Conference there is the opportunity to exchange
papers or draft versions of papers in "The Paper Room". Delegates who
present are asked to leave print copies of their papers in the Paper Room
for others to peruse and collect; they can also leave feed back or questions
to be asked at the panel sessions. Insofar as is feasible, there will also
be a "Digital Paper Room", where delegates are asked to leave their papers
prior to the start of the Conference.

A special edition of the Utrecht Law Review
(http://www.utrechtlawreview.org/) will be dedicated to conference papers
that make the journal's deadline, with a proposed publication date of early
2011. More details and information will follow.


Information;
http://www.uu.nl/criticallegalconference2010

