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UFV Theatre’'s Show # 2: A Quirky Black Comedy

The second production of the theatre department’s
season is Dead Man'’s Cell Phone, the quirky, black
comedy by Pulitzer Prize finalist Sarah Ruhl .

An incessantly ringing cell phone in a quiet café, a
stranger at the next table who has had enough, and a
dead man — with a lot of loose ends. So begins this
intriguingly dark yet hilariously funny work. Dead Man’s
Cell Phone is a play that examines how we memorialize
the dead, and how that remembering changes us. It is
the odyssey of a woman forced to confront her own
assumptions about morality, redemption and the need to
connect in a technologically obsessed world. Not only
that: it's great fun too!

Dead Man’s Cell Phone will be directed by UFV Theatre
department head Dr. Bruce Kirkley , who also directed
last year’s production of Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

In an ensemble composed mainly of UFV theatre
students, casting is as follows: Jean the protagonist and
accidental heroine in Dead Man’s Cell Phone will be
played by Renee Reeve, J.D. Dueckman takes the role
of Gordon, the dead man, UFV English instructor

Virginia Cooke plays Mrs. Gottlieb, his mother, Colleen
Plenert is Hermia, his wife, and Brandon Mindel is
Dwight, his brother. Other multiple roles are performed by
Natasha Ray , Liam Archer , and Melissa Harris .

Set design for this production is by Lisa Apps , with
costume design by Catrina Lewis , and sound design by
Gabriel Kirkley , all UFV theatre students. Lighting
design is by Mark Sutherland and stage manager is
Rebekah Brisco .

Dead Man’s Cell Phone plays for just two weeks: opening
Friday, January 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the theatre on the UFV
Chilliwack campus, with half price previews on
Wednesday and Thursday January 11 and 12. The show
plays January 14, 18, 19, 20, and 21 at 7:30 p.m. with
two Sunday matinees on January 15 and 22 at 2 p.m.
Ticket prices range between $9 to $20. Warning: some
coarse language. For tickets and information call:
604-795-2814, E-mail: theatre@ufv.ca, or check out our
website at www.ufv.ca/theatre
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Megan Directs The Outsiders and More

UFV Theatre graduate Megan Mackenzie (Ophelia:
Hamlet, March 2009) recently directed Abbotsford’s
Gallery 7 production of The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton’s
powerful tale of youth caught in a violent clash between
social classes. Former UFV theatre student Dallas
Hanson (Russell: Schoolhouse, November 2009) played
the role of Dallas Winston in this production and Morgan
Cox played his friend Two-Bit. This production also had
several current and former UFV theatre students involved
with backstage and design tasks including: J.D
Dueckman (sound operator) Leora Hachey (costume
designer) Ken Hildebrandt (Artistic Director/lighting
designer) Colleen Plenert (ASM script/costumes) and
Sarah Wiget (make-up designer). Megan also directed a
Christmas Production for Chilliwack Alliance Church
called Five Corners Christmas: The Great War, featuring
UFV Theatre graduate Glen Pinchin and current
students Danielle Warmenhoven and Jennifer
Zacharias . Megan is now working as Assistant Director
to UFRV faculty member lan Fenwick who is directing As
You Like It, our March Shakespeare production. In
addition to that, Megan presently works for Tarlington
Training, Inc in Vancouver with Casting Director Carole
Tarlington .

Natasha Ray and Renee Reeve in Dead Man’s Cell Phone
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The Dunsters Head for Hungary

Dave (Edgar: King Lear, February 2003) and Mel
Dunster have moved to Budapest in Hungary. They
have been working for a while with an agency
specializing in placing native English speaking teachers
into Hungarian Schools. With their help Dave secured a
job with Kriidy Gyula School in Budapest for the
2011/12 school year. The position is with what they call
a ‘foundation’ school, a bilingual program within the
public school system where the classroom curriculum is
taught by two teachers, one that teaches solely in
English and the other only in Hungarian. Both of their
children will be attending the foundation school at Kridy
and are very excited at the idea of having two teachers.
They have committed to a year-long contract and will
consider staying longer after they have spent some time
there. Mel will continue to do free-lance graphic design
for her Canadian clients through the wonder of modern
communication technologies and hopes to pick up some
work with an arts organization there. Dave flew out on
August 16 in order to find a suitable flat near, or at least
within a short commute, of the school. Mel and their
girls departed on August 26. Anyone interested in
keeping tabs on their adventure can do so at their blog.
Good luck guys!

http://dunstersabroad.blogspot.com

Dr. Kirkley’s Article Published

Department Head Dr. Bruce Kirkley’s article “Caravan
Farm Theatre: Orchestrated Anarchy and the Creative
Process” was recently published in the book Community
Engaged Theatre and Performance, edited by Julie
Salverson. This publication forms part of a series called
Critical Perspectives on Canadian Theatre in English,
published by Playwrights Canada Press, which “sets out
to make the best critical and scholarly work in the field
readily available.” Bruce has also been busy co-editing
(with colleague Bruce Barton from the University of
Toronto) a Special Issue on Intermediality in Canada for
the scholarly journal, Theatre Research in Canada,
which will be appearing early in 2012. Briefly defined,
Intermediality looks at how different media interact to
generate meaning in contemporary culture, and how our
perceptions and understanding of the world are shaped
by the interplay of multiple media.

Former FVC Hamlet Has Success With Repair
Man Film

Greater Vancouver Professional Theatre Alliance
recently reported that former FVC Theatre student
Andy Thompson’s (Hamlet: Hamlet, March 1990)
multi-media theatre production company The Virtual
Stage and their film Repair Man was the top-ranking
Canadian Film, 3rd Overall, in a recent international
100-hour filmmaking competition. The highly anticipated
award-winning films of the Film Racing Grand Prix were
announced November 18, 2011.

The international filmmaking competition, produced by
New York-based NYC Midnight Movie Making Madness,
challenges teams from around the world to create a
5-minute short film in only 100 hours. On Thursday,
September 29th, filmmakers were e-mailed a theme,
prop, and action and had until Monday, October 3rd to
write, shoot, edit, and upload an original short film.
Seventy-three teams from around the world entered the
competition. Of those, fifty-six were American, fourteen
were Canadian, two were from Great Britain and one
was Australian. Four Canadian teams made the top
twenty shortlist. Repair Man, a comedic superhero
spoof produced by The Virtual Stage and directed by
Andy Thompson , was the top-ranking Canadian film of
the contest, and finished third in the competition overall.

Thompson plans to re-edit the film and submit the new
director’s cut to the 2012 Cannes Film Festival. Last
year, his film The Provider — directed by Brianne
Nord-Stewart and starring venerable Canadian actress
Gabrielle Rose — won the overall grand prize award of
the Bloodshots Canada 2010 48-Hour Horror
Filmmaking Challenge (produced by Big Smash!
Productions and The Celluloid Social Club). The film
went on to the 2011 Cannes Short Film Corner where it
was honoured with a “Coup de Coeur” distinction and
screened as one of the best shorts from Canada, before
being selected at the 2011 Vancouver International Film
Festival.

“I knew we had a strong overall film,” said Thompson,
reflecting on the third place finish of Repair Man. “But to
be honest, | didn’t know what to expect in terms of
awards. For example, | thought that Corwin Ferguson
was a particular contender for recognition in the Best
Visual Effects category. But we had strength in all
areas. We took third place overall, which really speaks
to the success of what our team accomplished
collectively. It reflects the incredible dedication that went
into this film. We had a cast and crew of fifty people
work agonizing hours just for the love of making movies.
So I'm really pleased and excited that we came away
with the bronze. And to be the top-ranking Canadian
film of the contest is a real treat and a tremendous
honour.”To view the film and learn more about the team
behind Repair Man, visit The Virtual Stage’s website at
www.thevirtualstage.org/repairman. To view all of the
top-twenty films, visit the Film Racing website at
www.filmracing.com.



Former Theatre Students Have Success in Fraser
Valley Elections

Former FVC and UCFV Theatre students fared well in
the recent round of BC Municipal elections: Bruce
Banman (Dr .Triletzky: Wild Honey, November 1989)
was elected Mayor of Abbotsford and Jason Lum (The
Mad Hatter: Alice Through the Looking Glass,
November 2001) was elected as a Chilliwack councillor.
Add to this former Chilliwack mayor Clint Hames as a
director and actor in our 2010 production of Paper
Wheat and former Harrison Hot Springs Mayor Stan
Watchorn , who is married to our theatre department
costume manager Heather Robertson and we can see
the UFV Theatre department has evolved strong
connections with local Fraser Valley municipal
governments during its thirty-two year history.

Cameron Involved with Playhouse Production

Cameron Mackenzie (Benvolio: Romeo and Juliet,
March 2001) otherwise known as Isolde N. Barron in his
Drag Queen incarnation, was an assistant director for
The recent Vancouver Playhouse production of La
Cage Aux Folles. Cameron also hosted a pre
performance Salon and discussion of the play for
audience members and was introduced by Melanie
Wickes (Casey Quinn: Halo, January 2006 ) who is now
a member of the Playhouse staff.

Jaimie Keeps Busy Stage Managing

Jaimie Tait (Juliet: Measure for Measure, March 1993)
just finished stage managing Rumble Productions show
Snowman that ran at the Arts Club Review Stage in
November. She’s now stage managing The Electric
Company'’s production of All the Way Home which
opens at The Queen Elizabeth theatre in Vancouver in
January. “This is a wonderful show,” says Jaimie, “and
very unusual.” Why? Because the audience is on the
stage! When All the Way Home closes on January 14,
Jaimie will stage manage Kismet at the Gateway
Theatre. Busy lady!

Students Take Turns As Christmas Elves.

Several of our current theatre students were on duty as
Santa’s Elves at Minter Country Gardens in Chilliwack
this Christmas and received high praise from owner and
UFV Chancellor Brian Minter for their excellent work
ethics and can do attitudes. Those spotted in Elfin attire
included, Ron Jackson , Ali Shewan , Thomas Smith ,
Josh Tomke , Aaron Froc and Gabby Bohmer .

Adam Charles in Blood Brothers

It's good to see the continuing progress of Adam
Charles within the Vancouver theatre community. Adam
is the son of Chuck Charles , an instructor in the UFV
Teacher Education Program. Adam played Eddie, one
of the leading roles in the Vancouver Arts Club
production of Willie Russell's blockbuster hit Blood
Brothers this December. Way to go Adam!

lan Fenwick Takes Part in Program Review

Theatre Department faculty member lan Fenwick was
one of an academic team that took part in a program
review of the Thompson Rivers University theatre
department this October 26 and 27. Along with
Professors Stephen Heatley from UBC and Professor
Rosalind Kerr from the University of Alberta, lan visited
Thompson Rivers to provide recommendations and
suggestions to further develop the theatre program
there.

Highway To The Valley Event Big Success

The visit by acclaimed First Nations playwright Tomson
Highway to the Chilliwack campus theatre on October
23 was a great success. Highway’s presentation on his
creative process while writing his iconic work The Rez
Sisters was colourful and entertaining, as was the
staged dramatic reading of excerpts from the play by
the original cast from the UCFV production, directed by
department staff member Rick Mawson . Then, after a
group discussion of the play, featuring author, cast and
UFV English instructor Michelle La Flamme , audience
members were treated to a traditional salmon dinner.
Later in the evening Highway presented a cabaret style
piano performance featuring Campbell Ryga on
saxophone and UFV Theatre Student Caroline Davis
as vocalist.

Get Your Tickets Now For As You Like It

Tickets are now on sale for our March 2012 production
of Shakespeare’s delightful romantic comedy As You
Like It which opens March 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Chilliwack campus theatre and plays March
10,15,16,17, 22,23, and 24 with a half-price preview on
March 7 at 7:30 p.m. and matinees March 8 and 14 at
12 noon, and March 18 and 25 at 2 p.m. The March 18
matinee is a special pay-what-you-can event with a
recommended minimum price of only $10. Other ticket
prices range between $9 to $20. For Tickets and
information call: 604-795-2814 or email: theatre@ufv.ca
or visit our website at: www.ufv.ca/theatre.

Brandon Mindell and Renee Reeve in Dead Man’s Cell Phone



Cathy’s Son Joins The Fight Against Cancer

Erron Sweeney , the son of former UCFV Theatre
department employee Cathy Krahn , is a member of the
Chilliwack rock group Pardon My Striptease, which has
garnered so much attention recently for its fundraising
efforts towards children’s cancer treatment. The group
challenged Rock Heavyweights Nickleback to match
their donation of up to $50,000 to The BC Children’s
Hospital If their song Pray (For LJ) surpassed
Nickleback’s When We Stand Together, in the ITunes
top ten Rock Chart.

Nickleback accepted the challenge and came up with a
$50,000 donation which delighted the members of the
Chilliwack group, in particular Andrew Putt and his wife
Chelsey Whittle, as their year old daughter Lilee Jean
Putt (to whom their hit song was dedicated) was in
treatment for a brain tumour at the hospital at the time.

We're sure that Cathy, who passed away suddenly and
unexpectedly just over a year ago, would be proud of
her son Erron and his fellow group members for their
efforts in the fight against children’s cancer. Well done

guys!

Catching up on Marriages and Births:

Ryan LeComte (Stage Manager: The Rez Sisters,
January 2000) was married to Nova Hamilton at a
ceremony at Harrison Hot Springs on Saturday, July 18.
Nova is the sister of former UFV Theatre student Mel

Dunster. Ryan headed out on a tour with Rock Legends

Kiss on the Monday, after the wedding. We wish Ryan
and Nova all the best for their future life together.

Dino Pallone (Macduff: Macbeth, March 1997) married
Nicole Barnett (Isaac: The Mysteries, November 1995)
in March 2006 and they moved to Sparwood, BC. Both
are former UCFV Theatre students and now have two
young girls. Rosita [Rosa] born January 26, 2008 and
Carmella Violette, born December 26, 2010. Rosita has
a disease that affects her immune system called PKU
for short. Nicole was on TV recently with her girls talking
about this disease and hoping to get some funding from
the government to help pay for the high cost of the
drugs. We sincerely hope that she has some success.

Helen Oldfield (Mary Ann: Better Living, November
2000) graduated in 2007 with a BA in Theatre and
Visual Arts from UFV and married Buu Lam. They live in
Port Moody. Son Zach was born April 15, 2008 and
Benjamin Robert February 6, 2011.

Marlene Enns (Prue: The Glorious 12th, February
1996) married Todd Hutzulak and twin girls, Elena and
Stella were born in 2007. Marlene graduated from the
UBC Nursing Program May, 2010 and is now working at
Women'’s Hospital in Vancouver.

Tristan Newby (Adolphus Cusins: Major Barbara,
November 2002) married Jordan Mitchell and Logan
Tristan Mitchell Newby was born in 2011.

Joanne Abraham (Director: Inuk and the Sun, January
2009) was married to Theo Loewen this August and the
happy couple are presently living in Abbotsford.

Jaclyn Hollingshead (Regan: King Lear, March 2003)
was married this September to Rick Singh and is
currently working at The Great Canadian Superstore in
Chilliwack.

Jeff Meadows (Sander: Amigo’s Blue Guitar, January
1993) married Dianna Donnelly and recently Lennox
Patrick Meadows arrived on the planet. Proud parents
say: All is well.

Scenes from
November’s
Production of

The Arabian Nights.




